








College News cont.

children with disabilities in the
Cache Valley area, the Logan City
Parks and Recreation, and the
Smithfield City Parks and Recre-
ations, as well as the CPD, the
program currently provides par-
ticipants with baseball/T-ball, bas-
ketball, soccer, bowling, and swim-
ming. For more information
contact Sue Olsen: 435-797-7461

or sue@cpd2.usu.edu.
-Matthew Blackham

Date Correction

The Center for Persons with
Disabilities will celebrate its 35th
Anniversary June 15th-16th,
2007. For more information: 866-
284-2821 or info@cpd2.usu.edu.

Teaching Award-
Winning Teachers

When news came that half of
the recipients of the governor’s
2006 Huntsman Award for
Excellence in Education in
Utah are connected to the Col-
lege of Education and Human
Services at Utah State University,

administrators were not surprised.
Pleased, yes. Surprised? Not at all.
After all, USU’s CEHS has been
ranked among the top programs
in the nation for the past eight
years. The fact that five of the re-
cipients of the 2006 Huntsman
Award for Excellence in Educa-
tion in Utah went to USU affili-
ates is yet another feather in the
college’s cap.

Michael Freeman, associate
dean for Education Outreach, said
that students in the college are
among the best at the University.
“The high admission standards
speak for themselves,” he said.
“There is limited enrollment in
our teacher education programs,
particularly elementary education
and only the best students are ad-
mitted.”

The influence of USU’s
CEHS spreads across Utah and
into Idaho, Wyoming, and be-
yond. “At any school in the state
you will find somebody affiliated
with USU, working or doing re-
search,” Freeman said.

The strong relationship with
the public education system is evi-
denced by the five winners asso-
ciated with Utah State University:
David Turner (COMDDE, BS
71, MS “72), principal at North
Layton Junior High School; Chris
Brown (El Ed, BS 92), principal
at Corrine Elementary School;
Lester B. Lee (BFA ‘86), art

This and That o ¢ »

teacher at Woods Cross High
School; Margaret Pettis (Sec Ed
certificate, ‘74), ninth-grade
teacher at South Cache 8/9 Cen-
ter: and Laine Hall (attender,
USU 2001), first-grade teacher at
Rosamond Elementary School in
Riverton, Utah. - Kristen Weller

More Winners

Three more CEHS alumni
were recognized at the October
convention of the Utah Education
Association. Receiving the “Excel-
lence in Teaching” award were
Jonette Wheeler (Speech Educa-
tion, BS Hass ‘73), Metta Godfrey
(E1Ed, BS‘65; MS ‘83), and Terry
Ogborn (Sec Ed, ME ‘89).

Build It—
They Will Come

What is your dream? CEHS
alumnus (1988) and Puerto Rico
native Lourdes Gonzales found
her way home after graduation
where she has now realized her
dream. Lourdes helped build and
now helps maintain the private
nonprofit Saint Marco’s Elemen-
tary School.

Saint Marco serves children
ages three to 12, with, or without
disabilities. “We do developmen-
tally appropriate practices, inte-
grated curriculum, individualized
and small group instruction,” said
Gonzales.

The school is bilingual and all
classes are taught in English ex-
cept for Spanish class, of course.
The children are evaluated on

their skill levels and placed ac-
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cordingly in a reading level for
English and Spanish. With no
letter grades administered, each
child progresses at his or her own
rate.

“There have been many
memorable moments related to

the relationships with the children
and the parents,” said Gonzales,
“But the inauguration of our new
facilities has been the most
memorable. Construction took a
year and a half and we started in
the new building on September 4
of this year. That has been a dream
come true.”

As an administrator and co-
owner of the school Gonzales
stays very busy. She is in charge of
writing and implementing the
curriculum and supervising the
teachers. In the near future she
says she sees herself staying in
Puerto Rico, but frequently trav-
eling to the U.S. to work as a
trainer for the Hilton/Early Head
Start Special Quest Project for

Sonoma State University, CA.
-Morgan Bramble, USU Marketing Intern

Class Notes

Guy S. Collett (FCHD, BS ‘03)
received the Vernal Area Cham-
ber of Commerce Outstanding
Public Service award in July. Guy
put his education to work at the
Beehive Home in Maeser, Utah,
where he and his staff see to the
needs of the senior residents
there. He also serves as the chap-
lain for Applegate Hospice. In ad-
dition to the service he provides
to seniors, Guy also has served in
the Boy Scouts of America pro-
gram for many years.

Alexander Micheletti (El Ed,
MEd ‘64) received a vote of sup-
port from the voters this past June
to continue as superintendent of
schools (his third term) for
Yellowstone County, MT.

Paula Olsen (Soc Work, BS
‘71; MS El Ed ‘81) was selected as
the Logan City School District’s
Administrator of the Year. Having
worked as teacher and principal
at six different schools, Paula will
“leave a void that is irreplaceable,”
said associate Susanne Kuresa (H]J
June 30, 2006).

Alumni News and Notes

Sharyle Shaffer (El Ed, BS ‘82)
was recently named Elementary
Art Teacher of the Year by the Utah
Art Education Association. She is
a longtime employee of the Cache
County School District. District of-
ficials rely on her knowledge in nu-
merous areas to provide inservice
training to other instructors.

Kayla Walker (HPER, BS ‘74)
was inducted into the Utah High
School Coaches Hall of Fame in
Sandy, Utah this past May. Kayla
was recognized for her outstand-
ing contributions and achieve-
ments in Utah High School coach-
ing.
Lynn Womack (Inst, MS ‘91),
was recognized as Utah Teacher
of the Year for his knowledge of
history and his inspirational teach-
ing style. Nominated by the Bear
River Chapter of the Daughters of
the American Revolution, Lynn
was eligible for the Utah award
because the boundaries of the
Bear River Chapter include
Franklin County, Idaho. Lynn also
teaches history research and gov-
ernment at Preston High School
in Idaho.

Nominations for Lifetime

Achievement Awards

The College of Education and Human Ser-
vices honors alumni and friends whose ca-
reers have truly “made a difference” in edu-
cation and/or human services. For details,
or if you know someone who should be rec-
ognized with the Lifetime Achievement
Award, please contact Dean Carol Strong,
Education and Human Services, Utah State
University, 2800 Old Main Hill, Logan, UT
84322 or carol.strong@usu.edu. Nomina-
tions are due by January 15, 2007.
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Giving Back

Two College of Educationand Human Services alumni, Judy
Silker and Peter Kranz, were on hand for Old Main Soci-
ety festivities in September. Both were inducted into the
Old Main Society and affiliate organization, the Heritage
Society, and were recognized for their recent philanthropic
support of the college.

Judy Silker (Spec Ed, BS‘74)  Peter Kranz has enjoyed
has spent more than 30 years  a successful and eclectic
using her special education  career in higher educa-
degree to make the world a  tion. He earned his BA
better place. Now she has  degree in Psychology in
' generously made a planned 1963, and his MS and
Judy Silker gift to help educate future =~ PhD degrees in Child Peter Kranz
special education teachers. and Counseling Psychology in 1965 and 1969, re-

Judy credits her parents for her own dream of a  spectively, from Utah State University. After com-
higher education. She explained, “One of the goals  pleting his education, Dr. Kranz served for 14 years
that my parents had was to see that their children  as the director of several university counseling cen-
went to college. Because of that commitment to  ters. He currently teaches at the University of Texas,
themselves and my brother and I, our college educa- ~ Pan American. Despite the administrative demands
tions were their gift to us.” associated with the operation of university counsel-

Judy struggled in the beginning, trying to decide  ing centers, Peter always pursues his greatest loves—
which career path to take, but finally settled on spe-  teaching and mentoring students, along with research.
cial education. It was a decision, said Judy, that led to When asked why he chose to support students in
“a very interesting and challenging career that took  the CEHS, he explained that he wanted to give back
me along many roads.” Throughout her career she  to a department and college that were good to him.
has worked with students with a wide range of dis- By his own admission, Peter had been a less than
abilities. But, said Judy, “the training that I received  stellar student, but the Psychology Department be-
at USU provided me with the skills that I needed to  lieved in him, even providing him with a sizeable

tackle almost any concern that arose with my stu-  scholarship. He credits that trust as well as the colle-
dents and/or clients.” Because Judy believes the spe-  giality of professors and students for giving him a
cial education program at Utah State is “the great-  personal and academic education that qualified him

est” she wants to help other students pursue their  to, as he explained, “tackle the world in mental health
dreams. The CEHS is grateful to Judy Silker and  and academia.”
others like her who help make dreams a reality. -David M. Stein, PhD, Department Head, Psychology

You Can Help! Support the Student Phon-a-thon

Please pick up the phone when your fellow Aggies come calling this Janu-
ary. Your support provides much appreciated scholarships for students in
the College of Education and Human Services. In addition, funds from the
Phon-a-thon help support the Roads Scholar Tours, where CEHS and USU
faculty and administrators showcase the college and university to high school
students around the region. The CEHS Student Ambassador Program also
benefits from your generous donations. These exceptional students receive
a yearly stipend for representing the college at recruitment and develop-
ment events.
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Think
GENEROSITY

Sorenson Arts Education Gift. Many CEHS fac-
ulty agree that arts education in Utah’s elementary
schools desperately needs inspired instruction and
fresh emphasis. For this reason we're especially grate-
ful to Beverley Taylor Sorenson for her gift to sup-
port arts education for preservice and inservice el-
ementary teachers. Beverley’s generous gift, through
the Sorenson Legacy Foundation, will help us begin
to address these needs.

Our arts education effort involves a new partner-
ship among the College of Humanities, Arts, and
Social Sciences (HASS), the Sorenson-funded “Art
Works for Kids” organization, and school districts.
Drawing on USU’s Regional Campus and Distance
Education network, we plan to provide preservice
and inservice elementary teachers with better access
to quality courses and workshops—and to do so in
innovative, cost-effective ways. With our land-grant
mission, EBLS resources, and distance delivery ex-
pertise, USU is well-positioned for statewide out-
reach.

Dr. Scott Hunsaker, an associate professor in El-
ementary Education, will direct and coordinate our

R

Beverley Taylor Sorenson

work. Specifically, we intend to use ongoing arts
education at the Edith Bowen Laboratory School as
a model demonstration site and to utilize our dis-
tance education network to deliver our courses and
workshops in visual arts, music, theater, and dance
teaching methods. Artists and arts educators will
collaborate to develop revitalized content for each
course, adapting resources from Art Works for Kids.
We're very grateful to Beverley Taylor Sorenson
for inspiring and supporting USU’s effort in arts edu-
cation. For her biography, CEHS readers can access
the nonprofit Art Works for Kids website at
www.artworksforkids.org -Dean Carol Strong

We’ve Got Mail

Every year the Dean’s Office distributes
“Thank-you” letters from scholarship re-
cipients to our many generous scholar-
ship donors. This one from Audrey
Wiberg, recipient of the Simmons Fam-
ily Foundation Scholarship, was particu-

larly delightful!

Dear Simmons Family Foundation,

Thank you for your generous contribution to my
education. My entire family thanks you! When | told
my children that a kind stranger was going to help
me finish school they said:

“Cool! Wow, she must think you are REALLY smart,
mom!” Vincent, age 7

“That stranger is really nice for us.” Gabe, age 6

Lilly, age 18 months, after lots of cues from her
older brothers, clapped her little hands and
said,”yeah!”

Your donation will help me spend more time and
focus better on my studies. | am excited about gradu-
ating in December 2007 with my teaching certifi-
cate. | then hope to find employment as an elemen-
tary school teacher here in the valley.

| promise not to waste your money! | will help
others to reach their educational dreams, just as you
are helping me.

My sincere thanks,

This magazine can be made available in Braille, large print, or audio formats.
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Kathy McCoy stesses the importance of access to education on page 6. Jim Dorward, associate dean for research, has made a career out of numbers,
page 4. Audiology students and professors, one of three groups who participated in service learning projects in Mexico—see stories on pages 2-3.

Something to Crow About: Utah State University’s College of Education and Human Services is again among
the top graduate programs in the nation in the latest U.S. News and World Report rankings. Of particular note, the
college ranks No. 3 in the nation in funded research dollars generated. The college received $30.6 million in research

grants in 2005-06, an amount surpassed in the nation only by Teacher’s College at Columbia University and UCLA.
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